2026 N EW TESTAM ENT WEEKLY STU DY SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND-SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH

THIS WEEK WE ARE READING MARK 8-12

SUMMARY OF THESE CHAPTERS: In Mark 8-12, the focus shifts from mighty works to clear revelation. Jesus heals a blind
man in two stages-mirroring the disciples’ partial understanding-then Peter confesses him as Messiah, only to reject the way
of the cross. Three passion predictions frame teaching on discipleship, humility, wealth, and servant leadership. As Jesus enters
Jerusalem, he symbolically judges the temple, confronts Israel’s leaders, and tells parables that warn of coming accountability,
culminating in the declaration that David's son is greater than David and that true devotion is measured not by status, but by
wholehearted allegiance.

MARK 8:1-10 - THE SECOND FEEDING

The feeding of the four thousand echoes the earlier miracle but broadens the horizon. In a likely Gentile setting, Jesus again
provides abundantly, signaling that God's kingdom is not limited to one group. The repetition highlights both his compassion and
the disciples’ dullness-they witness provision yet fail to grasp its meaning.

MARK 8:11-21 - BLINDNESS TO THE SIGN

The Pharisees demand a sign, while the disciples misunderstand the waming about "yeast." The issue is perception. Despite
miracles, hardened hearts persist. Jesus’ questions expose their failure to connect past acts of provision with present trust.

MARK 8:22-26 - SEEING CLEARLY

The two-stage healing of the blind man acts as a living parable. Sight comes gradually. Mark places this here to signal that
understanding Jesus' identity and mission requires transformation; partial clarity is not yet full comprehension.

MARK 8:27-33 - THE MESSIAH REDEFINED

Peter rightly confesses Jesus as Messiah but rejects the suffering path. Jesus corrects him sharply: divine purpose includes rejection
and death. Messiahship must be understood through the lens of the cross, not political triumph.

MARK 8:34-9:1 - THE WAY OF THE CROSS

Discipleship means self-denial and cross-bearing. Saving life requires losing it. The kingdom’s coming in power is tied to this
paradoxical path of suffering before vindication.

MARK 9:2-13 - THE TRANSFIGURATION

On the mountain, Jesus is revealed in glory alongside Moses and Elijah. The heavenly voice reaffirms him as God's Son and
commands the disciples to listen to him. The scene confirms his authority while pointing forward to resurrection.

MARK 9:14-29 - FAITH AND DEPENDENCE

The failed exorcism exposes weak faith. Power flows through prayerful dependence, not presumption. The kingdom confronts evil
but requires trust grounded in reliance on God.

MARK 9:30-37 - TRUE GREATNESS

After another prediction of suffering, the disciples argue about status. Jesus overturns expectations: greatness is measured by
service and welcome of the least. The values of the kingdom invert worldly hierarchies.

MARK 9:38-50 - RADICAL LOYALTY

Warnings about stumbling blocks and judgment underscore the seriousness of allegiance. The imagery is severe because the stakes
are eternal; divided loyalty leads to ruin.
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MARK 10:1-31 - COVENANT FAITHFULNESS AND THE COST OF WEALTH

Teachings on marriage and the rich man emphasize wholehearted commitment. The kingdom demands trust like a child's and
freedom from idols. Wealth can hinder entry because it competes with reliance on God.

MARK 10:32-45 - THE SUFFERING SERVANT

James and John seek glory; Jesus predicts suffering again. He defines his mission as giving his life "as a ransom for many."
Leadership in God's kingdom is self-giving service.

MARK 10:46-52 - BARTIMAEUS SEES

Unlike others, blind Bartimaeus recognizes Jesus as "Son of David." His restored sight symbolizes true perception: persistent faith
sees what others miss and follows him on the way.

MARK 11:1-25 - THE KING AND THE TEMPLE

The entry into Jerusalem fulfills royal imagery, yet it is humble and prophetic. The cursing of the fig tree frames the cleansing of the
temple, symbolizing judgment on fruitless leadership. Prayer and forgiveness define the true house of God.

MARK 11:27-12:12 - AUTHORITY AND REJECTION

Questioned by leaders, Jesus answers with the parable of the tenants. Israel's leaders have rejected God's messengers and now the
Son. Judgment and transfer of stewardship are implied.

MARK 12:13-34 - TRUE ALLEGIANCE

Debates about taxes and resurrection reveal distorted theology. Jesus affirms loyalty to God above all and centers the law on love.
Kingdom faithfulness integrates devotion and obedience.

MARK 12:35-44 - DAVID'S LORD AND TRUE DEVOTION

Jesus challenges assumptions about Messiah's identity: he is more than David's heir. The widow's offering contrasts humble trust
with religious display. God measures devotion by surrender, not spectacle.

o UNITARIAN READING

In Mark 8-12, Jesus is consistently portrayed as God's anointed Messiah who acts with delegated authority and dependence on God,
not as God himself. He prays, speaks of God as distinct from himself, receives affirmation from heaven, and describes his mission as
obedience to God's will-even unto death. The narrative coheres naturally if Jesus is the uniquely appointed human Son of God
through whom the one God fulfills Israel’s calling.

o END-TIMES CONTEXT

These chapters present Jesus as bringing Israel's story to its climax within that generation: reconstituting the Twelve as renewed Israel,
predicting rejection and vindication, and symbolically judging the temple. The parable of the tenants and the enacted curse on the fig
tree signal imminent covenant judgment upon unfruitful leadership. The urgency, repeated predictions of suffering, and confrontation
in Jerusalem all point toward a decisive first-century resolution to Israel's national and temple-centered order.
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