202 6 N EW TESTAM ENT WE EK'.Y STU DY SUNDAY, JANUARY 18TH-SATURDAY, JANUARY 24TH

THIS WEEK WE ARE READING MATTHEW 11-15

SUMMARY OF THESE CHAPTERS: These chapters show a turning point in Jesus' ministry, where growing clarity about his identity
is matched by growing resistance to his message. John the Baptist, now in prison, wonders if Jesus really is the promised one, and
Jesus responds by pointing to his works-healing, restoration, and good news for the poor-as signs that God's kingdom is truly
arriving. While some respond in humility and faith, many towns and religious leaders reject him, leading Jesus to pronounce
judgment on unrepentant cities and to confront traditions that prioritize human rules over God's intent. Through healings, parables,
and symbolic actions—such as feeding the crowds and showing mercy to outsiders-Jesus reveals what God's kingdom looks like:
not power or status, but compassion, faith, and obedience from the heart. These chapters highlight a sharp contrast between those
who are confident in their religious standing and those who simply trust Jesus, showing that God's work is moving forward even as
opposition increases.

e MATTHEW 11:1-19 - THE QUESTION OF IDENTITY AND EXPECTATION

John the Baptist's question from prison ("Are you the one?") surfaces Israel's uncertainty about the kind of Messiah Jesus is, while
Jesus affirms John's role and exposes the generation's inability to respond rightly to either prophetic warning or gracious invitation.

* MATTHEW 11:20-30 - WARNING AND INVITATION ATA COVENANT CROSSROADS

Jesus pronounces judgment on unrepentant cities, contrasts the proud with the humble, and invites the weary to find rest in him-
framing repentance and response as urgent matters in light of impending judgment.

* MATTHEW 12:1-14 - AUTHORITY OVER THE SABBATH AND ISRAEL'S TRADITIONS

Conflicts over the Sabbath show Jesus' authority within Israel's covenant and reveal how strict traditions have pushed aside mercy,
pointing to the fading nature of the existing religious system.

* MATTHEW 12:1-14 - AUTHORITY OVER THE SABBATH AND ISRAEL'S TRADITIONS

Conflicts over the Sabbath show Jesus' authority within Israel's covenant and reveal how strict traditions have pushed aside mercy,
pointing to the fading nature of the existing religious system.

* MATTHEW 12:15-37 - GOD'S SERVANT AND THE ARRIVAL OF THE KINGDOM

Matthew presents Jesus as Isaiah's chosen servant, empowered by God's Spirit, whose exorcisms signal that God's kingdom has
already arrived-while warning that Israel's response to this work carries serious consequences.

* MATTHEW 12:38-50 - THIS GENERATION UNDER JUDGMENT

Jesus rebukes sign-seeking, identifies the present generation as spiritually corrupt, foretells a worsening judgment, and redefines
God's true people around obedience rather than ancestry.

* MATTHEW 13:1-52 - THE MYSTERY AND IMMINENCE OF THE KINGDOM

Through parables, Jesus explains why the kingdom's arrival brings division, delayed judgment, and separation-setting
expectations for an unfolding but near-term resolution within Israel’s story.
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202 6 N EW TESTAM ENT WEEKLY STU DY SUNDAY, JANUARY 18TH-SATURDAY, JANUARY 24TH

THIS WEEK WE ARE READING MATTHEW 11-15

e MATTHEW 14:1-21 - REJECTION, COMPASSION, AND PROVISION

The execution of John the Baptist underscores growing opposition, while Jesus' feeding of the crowds displays God's sustaining
mercy for the faithful remnant during a time of looming crisis.

* MATTHEW 14:22-36 - AUTHORITY, FEAR, AND FAITH

Jesus’ actions over the sea and his healings reveal divine authority exercised on God's behalf, while the disciples wrestle with fear
and incomplete understanding.

e MATTHEW 15:1-20 - TRUE DEFILEMENT AND CORRUPT LEADERSHIP

Jesus confronts religious leaders for elevating tradition over God's commands, declaring them blind guides whose influence is
leading Israel toward ruin.

* MATTHEW 15:21-39 - FAITH, MERCY, AND THE EXPANDING HORIZON

Jesus responds to unexpected faith outside traditional boundaries and again feeds the crowds, reinforcing that God's mercy is
reaching beyond hardened leadership toward those who trust him.

e UNITARIAN READING

Across Matthew 11-15, Jesus is presented as the faithful, Spirit-anointed Messiah-authorized by God, empowered by God,
obedient to God, and directing worship toward God. He points to God's works through him as proof of his role (11:2-6), describes
his authority as given by God (11:25-27), acts as God's appointed representative over the temple and Sabbath (12:6-8), is
identified as God's chosen servant empowered by the Spirit (12:18-21), and consistently attributes his power and mission to God
rather than to himself (12:28; 12:46-50; 14:19; 15:8-9).

e END-TIMES CONTEXT

In Matthew 11-15, Jesus consistently frames his ministry within an urgent, near-term reckoning for Israel, pronouncing judgment
on unrepentant cities (11:20-24), exposing covenantal reversal between the "wise" and the humble (11:25-30). He identifies this
moment as the arrival of God's kingdom in their midst (12:28), warns that the current “evil generation” is heading toward a
catastrophe greater than past judgments (12:38-45), and condemns Israel's leaders as blind guides leading the nation toward ruin
(15:1-14), presenting these events as God's final covenantal warning to that generation.
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THIS WEEK WE ARE READING MATTHEW 11-15

e HOW JESUS APPROPRIATED OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE

Matthew 11:14 provides us with a window into how Jesus (and later the Apostles) understood and used Old Testament prophecy.
“And if you are willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who was to come.” (Matthew 11:14)

He is not claiming that John the Baptist is literally Elijah returned from heaven. Elijah had been gone for centuries, and no one in
the text-including John himself-understood John to be Elijah in a literal or reincarnated sense (cf. John 1:21). Instead, Jesus is
rereading Malachi's prophecy in light of present events, applying its role, function, and symbolic meaning to John.

This reflects a classic Jewish midrashic approach to Scripture, where prophecy is not treated as a rigid prediction waiting for a
photographic fulfillment, but as a living pattern that finds its meaning when God acts again in history. Jesus' opening words-"If
you are willing to accept it"-signal that this interpretation requires openness, not wooden literalism. In other words, if one insists
on a literal Elijah descending from the sky, they will miss what God is doing; but if prophecy is understood in terms of pattern and
purpose, its fulfillment becomes visible in real time. This tells us a great deal about how Jesus himself understood prophecy.

Malachi's Elijah (Malachi 4:5-6) is defined not by identity, but by function. Elijah is portrayed as one who confronts Israel, calls for
repentance, warns of coming judgment, and seeks to turn hearts before “the great and terrible day of the LORD." John fits this
profile exactly. He appears in the wilderness, challenges Israel's leadership, calls the nation to repent, and announces an imminent
judgment. Jesus' point is simple but profound: if Malachi's prophecy is about a role God raises up before judgment, then
John is Elijah-without any need for literal reenactment.

This means that Jesus and the Apostles understood themselves to be living within the climax of Israel’s prophetic story. If
Elijah "comes” within that generation, if John is that Elijah, and if Elijah’s role is to prepare Israel for judgment, then the judgment
Malachi anticipated must also be near, not distant. This fits naturally with Jesus' repeated language about “this generation,” an
approaching reckoning, the kingdom already arriving, and Israel standing at a covenantal crossroads.

Matthew 11:14 therefore provides a key to Jesus' interpretive method: prophecy is fulfilled when its meaning and
purpose are realized, not when its imagery is mechanically duplicated. Jesus viewed Old Testament prophecy as thematic and
role-based, fulfilled through historical events in Israel's own time rather than through literal reenactments—setting the pattern for
how the Apostles understood prophecy as reaching its climax in their generation.

e THE "UNFORGIVABLE SIN” OF BLASPHEMY

Matthew 12:31 comes at a turning point in Israel’s story. Jesus has been healing, restoring, and announcing the nearness of God's
kingdom, all in ways that line up with Israel's Scriptures. The leaders are not confused about what they are seeing-they
recognize the power at work-but instead of receiving it, they publicly label it as evil. That response places them at a covenant
crossroads. Throughout Israel’s history, moments like this have mattered deeply: when God acts clearly, leaders are called either to
repent and realign themselves with him or to resist and harden their position. Jesus' warning is aimed squarely at that decision
point.

When Jesus says that "every sin and blasphemy” can be forgiven but wams about "blasphemy of the Spirit," he is not introducing a
new category of unforgivable personal failure. He is exposing the danger of a settled, institutional rejection of God's work. By
attributing the Spirit's activity to Satan, Israel's leaders are effectively declaring that they no longer have categories for recognizing
God when he acts. That is covenant failure at the highest level: calling God's faithfulness unfaithful, and his healing work
destructive. Jesus warns them because this path leads not to repentance, but to judgment-a judgment that Matthew's Gospel will
later show unfolding in real historical terms. The warning is severe precisely because the moment is decisive.
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